
Sunday 19th July 
Collect for Today — The Seventh Sunday after Trinity 

 

             

Generous God, 
you give us gifts and make them grow: 

though our faith is small as mustard seed, 
make it grow to your glory and the flourishing of your kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

King’s Way Benefice  No Junior Church  

St Aidan’s 10.30am The Ark Service The Ark Team 

St Michael’s 9.00am Holy Communion Rev. Matt Stone 

St John’s 10.30am Holy Communion Rev. Matt Stone 

Worship Services on Sunday 19th July 

King’s Way Benefice 10.30am  Junior Church St John’s Church hall 

St Aidan’s 10.30am Holy Communion Rev. Canon Trevor Denley 

St Michael’s 9.00am Service of the Word Anthony Hick 

St John’s 10.30am Holy Communion Rev. Derek Clacey 

Worship Services on Sunday 26th July 

 Tuesdays   Morning Prayer  9.15am at St John’s  

Thursdays   Holy Communion 10am at St John’s Church                                         
followed by Coffee and Chat 

Coffee and Chat 10am -12pm at St Aidan’s 

 Home Group  7.30pm (now meeting face to face every fortnight,                        
speak to Rob Towler for more information) 

Saturdays   Bible Study 10am -11.30am at St John’s 

Wednesdays Morning Prayer NOW 9.00am at St Aidan’s  

Mondays Home Group 2.30pm—4.00pm at Wesley Cottage                       
(for more details please email anthony.hick@methodist.org.uk  

or phone 07726 342744)                                                                         

Regular Meetings King’s Way Benefice 

Lectionary readings for 19th July Romans 8. 12-25; Matthew 13. 24-30, 36-43;  

Lectionary readings for 26th July Romans 8. 26-end; Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52; 



Thought for the week by Rev. Derek Clacey 

This week heralds the start of the school summer holidays, looked                    
forward to by many at the prospect of a couple of weeks away or time 
out, relaxation, refreshment, sunny beaches, activities, catching up with 
family and friends etc., but by others as a time of hassle, extra child care 
arrangements, crowds, traffic jams, and so on. Whatever our attitude to 
the six weeks at the end of July and all of August, it does provide many 
with a time to slow down from the frenetic pace of life (unless, of course, 
you are part of the hospitality, and holiday industry!). Also some like me  
have more choice of when to go away on holiday or stay at home during 
the summer holidays – three cheers for being retired!   
 

I like to get out in the garden in the summer months, when it’s not too hot, too cold, too wet or 
too windy (in other words, occasionally!), potter around in the garden, and enjoy watching the 
fruits of my labours grow. The eternal problem for gardeners is weeds which pop up alongside 
my tiny plants but look remarkably similar to them. I cannot always tell the difference between 
good plants and weeds, and end up pulling both out. Very frustrating.  
 
In our gospel reading today Jesus told a story about a farmer who had a similar problem. He 
planted wheat seed in his field but a nasty person came along after dark one night and sowed a 
load of rubbishy weed seed among his good wheat seed. Both the wheat and the weeds started 
growing together. Apparently wheat and the weed called darnel look very similar when small and 
if you try to weed out the latter you risk taking out the former as well. When the farmer’s                      
labourers reported this to him he wisely told them to leave them for now, let them grow up                  
together and when the wheat had matured, to harvest everything and only then to separate the 
wheat from the weeds.   
 
This parable reminds me that life is a bit like this parable. We are all a mixture of wheat and 
weeds, of good and bad, of hope and despair, of pros and cons. Thankfully God, in his wisdom is 
like this farmer giving us times and spaces when we can relax, reflect and if necessary, to sort 
out any changes we may want to make in our lives. Holidays can be a good time for this. 
 
Well, time to get out in the garden for a little weeding.  
 
Happy holidays!  
 
Derek     
 
 

St. AidanÕs Community Garden 

A lovely oasis of peace behind the church, on Fir Tree Lane,  
with a stunning view. Great vantage point for balloon-watching!  

 [Balloon Fiesta is 7th- 9th August] 
Tea party 4pm on Tuesday 18th August  

Butterfly count and other low-key activities. Suitable for all ages.  
Free entry, free tea and cake.  

No need to book, just turn up on the day and bring your friends! 





Priest in Charge of Benefice  Rev. Matt Stone 07470471359  
       mattstone@kingswaybenefice.org  
Focal Minister for St Michael’s Rev Nicola Callen 07837 287455 
       revnicola@kingswaybenefice.org 

Lead Minister for St Aidan’s  Rev. Pippa White 
       rev.pippawhite@gmail.com  

Wardens for St Aidan’s   Neil Baker   0117 9329228 

       Sue Crowder  0117 9750947 

Wardens for St John’s   Dave Higham  07898 621683 

       Nigel Seville  07940 584498 

Warden for St Michael’s   Trudy Britton  07939 917256 

King’s Way Benefice Office: 
Amy Donaldson, Benefice Administrator                                                      

0117 9586412 or 07437 190465  
administrator@kingswaybenefice.org 

Working hours: Mon 9am-1pm, Tue 1pm-5pm & Thurs 9am-1pm.                                                                        
Office opening hours Monday am and Thursday am.  

The newsletter this week has been sent out by Amy Donaldson, Benefice Administrator                                          

A prayer for the Summer holidays 
 

Lord God, 

We put ourselves into Your hands, and we thank You for the gift of these summer holidays. 
Thank You for the warmth of the sun, the longer days, and the chance to step away from 

our usual routines.  

As we take time to rest, please renew our bodies, minds, and spirits. Watch over us as we 
travel, keep our families safe, and fill our homes with laughter, peace, and joy.  

Help us to remember that our relationship with You never takes a break. Open our eyes to 
the beauty of Your creation, and teach us how to refresh our souls so that we may return 

to our daily lives with a new energy and spirit.  

In Jesus' name, we pray. 

Amen. 

  Praying for ....     

                                         

We commit to praying for 1 month  

(unless otherwise advised)  


