
Sunday 26th July 
Collect for Today — The Eighth Sunday after Trinity 

 

             

Lord God, 
your Son left the riches of heaven 

and became poor for our sake: 
when we prosper save us from pride, 

when we are needy save us from despair, 
that we may trust in you alone; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

King’s Way Benefice 10.30am  Junior Church St John’s Church hall 

St Aidan’s 10.30am Holy Communion Rev. Canon Trevor Denley 

St Michael’s 9.00am Service of the Word Anthony Hick 

St John’s 10.30am Holy Communion Rev. Derek Clacey 

Worship Services on Sunday 26th July 

King’s Way Benefice  No Junior Church  

St Aidan’s 10.30am Holy Communion Rev. Matt Stone 

St Michael’s 9.00am Holy Communion Rev. Matt Stone 

St John’s 10.30am All Age Worship Dave Higham 

Worship Services on Sunday 2nd August 

 Tuesdays   Morning Prayer  9.15am at St John’s  

Thursdays   Holy Communion 10am at St John’s Church                                         
followed by Coffee and Chat 

Coffee and Chat 10am -12pm at St Aidan’s 

 Home Group  7.30pm (now meeting face to face every fortnight,                        
speak to Rob Towler for more information) 

Saturdays   Bible Study 10am -11.30am at St John’s 

Wednesdays Morning Prayer NOW 9.00am at St Aidan’s  

Mondays Home Group 2.30pm—4.00pm at Wesley Cottage                       
(for more details please email anthony.hick@methodist.org.uk  

or phone 07726 342744)                                                                         

Regular Meetings King’s Way Benefice 

Lectionary readings for 26th July Romans 8. 26-end; Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52; 

Lectionary readings for 2nd August   



Thought for the week by Rev. Nicola Callen 

The Gospel for this Sunday (Matt 13 v31-33, 44-52) is about the 
Kingdom of Heaven which I think we interchange with The Kingdom 
of God. I also think, and I may be wrong that we usually think of it in 
regard to the place that we enter after our death. My thoughts often 
stray to what it is like there. We have words that give us pictures but 
we will not know the reality until we get to meet Peter at those starry 
gates!   

 
It is described sometimes as a great banquet though Exodus 24 says: In the world to 
come there is no eating or drinking ... but the righteous sit with crowns on their heads, 
feasting on the brightness of the divine presence, as it says "And they beheld God, and 
did eat and drink." If we are spirit/soul then it seems right that we will not eat and drink 
as we do in this physical life. 
 
Some questions: do those who have died, see / know what is still going on here on earth 
in our lives? I tend to think yes - but there are sometimes bad things going on here, so 
how would they deal with anything that hurts us and not be able to help? What would 
Ann Widdecombe's family make of her recent murder for example?  
 
A lot of us look forward to meeting loved ones: parents, siblings, friends, pets. Will the 
relationships be the same as here? Remember the story of Jesus and the woman with 
loads of now deceased husbands! A now dead friend was dreading meeting her father.. 
he had not abused her but unknowingly, due to being an exceedingly tense man who 
had blighted a part of her life. I think that I helped her when I said that in heaven we 
will be perfect people hopefully! and quoted Julian of Norwich: All shall be well and all 
shall be well and all manner of things shall be well. My mother once said to my son that 
she would communicate with him after her death. Does this happen? Not in the way we 
might hope, but people do feel that they have been got in touch with and the stories 
that I have heard have been lovely and I believe them. I would love to hear your in-
sights / stories on these topics.  
 
I think that the parables for Sunday speak of the Kingdom here in our lives: when we 
speak and act in the way that Jesus wants, then the Kingdom of heaven has been 
shown. And, as Christians we are already part of the continuing life with God which is 
the Kingdom. 
 
Love Nicola 
 

St. AidanÕs Community Garden 

A lovely oasis of peace behind the church, on Fir Tree Lane,  
with a stunning view. Great vantage point for balloon-watching!  

 [Balloon Fiesta is 7th- 9th August] 
Tea party 4pm on Tuesday 18th August  

Butterfly count and other low-key activities. Suitable for all ages.  
Free entry, free tea and cake.  

No need to book, just turn up on the day and bring your friends! 



Peer support group 
 
I am running a pilot of a peer support group at Wesley Cottage during the                    
summer.  
 
Starting on Wednesday 29th July, 2.30pm-4.00pm it will run for 6 weeks and I am 
looking for people who would be willing to take part and provide constructive               
feedback. I then hope to launch the group formally early autumn.  
 
It will ultimately be mainly for those who have had their lives turned Inside Out 
through loss - loss of loved one; loss of identity; loss of job etc. I'll be looking at 
characters in the Bible and what they teach us about loss.  
 
Please contact me to express interest or for further details.  
 
Anthony Hick, Wesley Cottage, 5 Talbot Avenue, BS15 1HE 07726342744 





Priest in Charge of Benefice  Rev. Matt Stone 07470471359  
       mattstone@kingswaybenefice.org  
Focal Minister for St Michael’s Rev Nicola Callen 07837 287455 
       revnicola@kingswaybenefice.org 

Lead Minister for St Aidan’s  Rev. Pippa White 
       rev.pippawhite@gmail.com  

Wardens for St Aidan’s   Neil Baker   0117 9329228 

       Sue Crowder  0117 9750947 

Wardens for St John’s   Dave Higham  07898 621683 

       Nigel Seville  07940 584498 

Warden for St Michael’s   Trudy Britton  07939 917256 

King’s Way Benefice Office: 
Amy Donaldson, Benefice Administrator                                                      

0117 9586412 or 07437 190465  
administrator@kingswaybenefice.org 

Working hours: Mon 9am-1pm, Tue 1pm-5pm & Thurs 9am-1pm.                                                                        
Office opening hours Monday am and Thursday am.  

The newsletter this week has been sent out by Amy Donaldson, Benefice Administrator                                          

A prayer for the Summer holidays 
 

Lord God, 

We put ourselves into Your hands, and we thank You for the gift of these summer holidays. 
Thank You for the warmth of the sun, the longer days, and the chance to step away from 

our usual routines.  

As we take time to rest, please renew our bodies, minds, and spirits. Watch over us as we 
travel, keep our families safe, and fill our homes with laughter, peace, and joy.  

Help us to remember that our relationship with You never takes a break. Open our eyes to 
the beauty of Your creation, and teach us how to refresh our souls so that we may return 

to our daily lives with a new energy and spirit.  

In Jesus' name, we pray. 

Amen. 

  Praying for ....    Sarah McCallen 

                                         

We commit to praying for 1 month  

(unless otherwise advised)  


