
Sunday 2nd August 
Collect for Today — The Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

 

             
Gracious Father, 

revive your Church in our day, 
and make her holy, strong and faithful, 

for your glory’s sake 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

King’s Way Benefice  No Junior Church  

St Aidan’s 10.30am Holy Communion Rev. Matt Stone 

St Michael’s 9.00am Holy Communion Rev. Matt Stone 

St John’s 10.30am Worship for All Dave Higham 

Worship Services on Sunday 2nd August 

King’s Way Benefice 10.30am  Junior Church St John’s Church hall 

St Aidan’s 10.30am Holy Communion Rev. Susan Allman 

St Michael’s 9.00am Holy Communion Rev. Matt Stone 

St John’s 10.30am Holy Communion Rev. Matt Stone 

Worship Services on Sunday 9th August 

 Tuesdays   Morning Prayer  9.15am at St John’s  

Thursdays   Holy Communion 10am at St John’s Church                                         
followed by Coffee and Chat 

Coffee and Chat 10am -12pm at St Aidan’s 

 Home Group  7.30pm (now meeting face to face every fortnight,                        
speak to Rob Towler for more information) 

Saturdays   Bible Study 10am -11.30am at St John’s 

Wednesdays Morning Prayer NOW 9.00am at St Aidan’s  

Mondays Home Group 2.30pm—4.00pm at Wesley Cottage                       
(for more details please email anthony.hick@methodist.org.uk  

or phone 07726 342744)                                                                         

Regular Meetings King’s Way Benefice 

Lectionary readings for 2nd August Romans 9. 1-5; Matthew 14. 13-21; 

Lectionary readings for 9th August Romans 10. 5-15; Matthew 14. 22-33; 



Thought for the week by Rev Anthony Hick  

IT’S A MIRACLE! 

Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, gave thanks, and shared it out. 
Everyone had enough to eat and there were twelve baskets full of                    
leftovers. It was a miracle! So why do so many people want to explain it 
away?  

“The people had brought their own packed lunches and brought them out in                           
embarrassment.” --- “They were very large loaves!” --- “Everyone took a crumb and 
made out they were full.” Why can’t we accept it as a miracle – that Jesus really did take 
something small and provide for all, through God’s power working in and through him? 

I always remember the ‘Life of Jesus’ drama at Wintershall. The large audience I was 
part of were invited to sit down on the grass as the actor playing Jesus raised the loaves 
in blessing and passed them to the disciples who miraculously had baskets full of bread 
to share, and afterwards miraculously had baskets full of leftovers. Okay, it was a                    
drama. But it brought it home just how amazing it must have been – that that’s how 
generous God is. To try to explain it away is to deny God’s power – in particular to claim 
that miracles “can’t” happen. So where does that attitude leave the other miracles in the 
Gospels, and the greatest of them: the resurrection of Jesus? 

This is the point St Paul often made in his letters – if it didn’t happen like the                              
eyewitnesses said it did, then we of all people are to be pitied for basing our lives on a 
‘made up’ story and our faith is in vain. Instead, I choose not only to believe in the                    
miracles of Jesus but to look for God’s miracles in the ordinary and the everyday – how 
despite my pathetic attempts at gardening, for example, the roses in my Quiet Garden 
survive and thrive and the old apple trees faithfully produce fruit year on year in                     
abundance. In the wider world, lives are transformed by the power of the Word, the 
power of prayer; and God deliberately chooses to work through people like you and me 
as the kingdom grows. Now that’s what I call a miracle! Praise the Lord! 

Anthony  

Rev Anthony M Hick                                                                                               
(Supernumerary Methodist Presbyter and host of Wesley Cottage Quiet Garden) 

St. AidanÕs Community Garden 

A lovely oasis of peace behind the church, on Fir Tree Lane,  
with a stunning view. Great vantage point for balloon-watching!  

 [Balloon Fiesta is 7th- 9th August] 
Tea party 4pm on Tuesday 18th August  

Butterfly count and other low-key activities. Suitable for all ages.  
Free entry, free tea and cake.  

No need to book, just turn up on the day and bring your friends! 



Peer support group 
 
I am running a pilot of a peer support group at Wesley Cottage during the                    
summer.  
 
It started on Wednesday 29th July, 2.30pm-4.00pm but will run for 6 weeks and I 
am looking for people who would be willing to take part and provide constructive               
feedback. It is not too late to sign up. I then hope to launch the group formally early 
autumn.  
 
It will ultimately be mainly for those who have had their lives turned Inside Out 
through loss - loss of loved one; loss of identity; loss of job etc. I'll be looking at 
characters in the Bible and what they teach us about loss.  
 
Please contact me to express interest or for further details.  
 
Anthony Hick, Wesley Cottage, 5 Talbot Avenue, BS15 1HE 07726342744 





Priest in Charge of Benefice  Rev. Matt Stone 07470471359  
       mattstone@kingswaybenefice.org  
Focal Minister for St Michael’s Rev Nicola Callen 07837 287455 
       revnicola@kingswaybenefice.org 

Lead Minister for St Aidan’s  Rev. Pippa White 
       rev.pippawhite@gmail.com  

Wardens for St Aidan’s   Neil Baker   0117 9329228 

       Sue Crowder  0117 9750947 

Wardens for St John’s   Dave Higham  07898 621683 

       Nigel Seville  07940 584498 

Warden for St Michael’s   Trudy Britton  07939 917256 

King’s Way Benefice Office: 
Amy Donaldson, Benefice Administrator                                                      

0117 9586412 or 07437 190465  
administrator@kingswaybenefice.org 

Working hours: Mon 9am-1pm, Tue 1pm-5pm & Thurs 9am-1pm.                                                                        
Office opening hours Monday am and Thursday am.  

The newsletter this week has been sent out by Amy Donaldson, Benefice Administrator                                          

A prayer for the Summer holidays 
 

Lord God, 

We put ourselves into Your hands, and we thank You for the gift of these summer holidays. 
Thank You for the warmth of the sun, the longer days, and the chance to step away from 

our usual routines.  

As we take time to rest, please renew our bodies, minds, and spirits. Watch over us as we 
travel, keep our families safe, and fill our homes with laughter, peace, and joy.  

Help us to remember that our relationship with You never takes a break. Open our eyes to 
the beauty of Your creation, and teach us how to refresh our souls so that we may return 

to our daily lives with a new energy and spirit.  

In Jesus' name, we pray. 

Amen. 

  Praying for ....    Sarah McCallen 

                                         

We commit to praying for 1 month  

(unless otherwise advised)  


