
Sunday 9th August 
Collect for Today — The Tenth Sunday after Trinity 

 

             
Lord of heaven and earth, 

as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer, 
give us patience and courage never to lose hope, 

but always to bring our prayers before you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

King’s Way Benefice 10.30am  Junior Church St John’s Church hall 

St Aidan’s 10.30am Holy Communion Rev. Susan Allman 

St Michael’s 9.00am Holy Communion Rev. Matt Stone 

St John’s 10.30am Holy Communion Rev. Matt Stone 

Worship Services on Sunday 9th August 

King’s Way Benefice  No Junior Church  

St Aidan’s 10.30am Service of the Word Sheila McKay 

St Michael’s 9.00am Service of the Word Jim Elliott 

St John’s 10.30am Holy Communion Rev. Derek Clacey 

Worship Services on Sunday 16th August 

 Tuesdays   Morning Prayer  9.15am at St John’s  

Thursdays   Holy Communion 10am at St John’s Church                                         
followed by Coffee and Chat 

Coffee and Chat 10am -12pm at St Aidan’s 

 Home Group  7.30pm (now meeting face to face every fortnight,                        
speak to Rob Towler for more information) 

Saturdays   Bible Study 10am -11.30am at St John’s 

Wednesdays Morning Prayer NOW 9.00am at St Aidan’s  

Mondays Home Group 2.30pm—4.00pm at Wesley Cottage                       
(for more details please email anthony.hick@methodist.org.uk  

or phone 07726 342744)                                                                         

Regular Meetings King’s Way Benefice 

Lectionary readings for 9th August Romans 10. 5-15; Matthew 14. 22-33; 

Lectionary readings for 16th August   



Thought for the week by Rev Matt Stone 

After these weeks of relentless sun, the ground cracked and dry, the grass 
bleached and crispy and the plants quietly struggling. It rained on Tuesday. 
Blessed, sacred, healing rain. Proper rain. Laden clouds sending down big, full 
droplets. 

I went outside into the garden and stood in it. I wanted to feel it. And it felt so 
good. There was something in the atmosphere that seemed to rejoice. The relief 
of the plants, the grass, the trees, the animals, the birds and insects was all              

palpable. My garden drew a sigh of relief, and the air afterwards felt fresher, cleaner, like                  
something had been restored or cleared away. 

Poet Mary Oliver captured a similar moment, in the poem Lingering in Happiness 

After rain after many days without rain, 
it stays cool, private and cleansed, under the trees, 
and the dampness there, married now to gravity, 

falls branch to branch, leaf to leaf, down to the ground 
where it will disappear - but not, of course, vanish 

except to our eyes. The roots of the oaks will have their share, 
and the white threads of the grasses, and the cushion of moss; 

a few drops, round as pearls, will enter the mole's tunnel; 
and soon so many small stones, buried for a thousand years, 

will feel themselves being touched. 

There is something ancient and sacred about rain after drought. The Bible reaches for it again 
and again as an image of blessing and renewal. In Isaiah 55, God's word is compared to rain that 
comes down from heaven and does not return without watering the earth and making it bud and 
flourish. 

I felt there was an invitation to bodily  join in, in this moment going on in creation. To be a part 
of it, to feel it and experience it, and then to make connections with the inner life. After long dry 
stretches, something comes and something in us draws a sigh of relief. 

St Francis of Assisi spent his life finding God in the natural world and praising God through it. 
Some words from the Canticle of the Sun to finish. 

Praised be You, my Lord, with all your creatures; 
especially Brother Sun, who is the day, and through whom You give us light. 

Be praised, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air, and clouds and storms, and all the 
weather, through which you give your creatures sustenance." 

Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Water; she is very useful, and humble, and                     
precious, and pure.  

Amen to that 

St. AidanÕs Community Garden 
A lovely oasis of peace behind the church, on Fir Tree Lane,  

with a stunning view. Great vantage point for balloon-watching!  
 [Balloon Fiesta is 7th- 9th August] 

Tea party 4pm on Tuesday 18th August  
Butterfly count and other low-key activities. Suitable for all ages.  

Free entry, free tea and cake.  
No need to book, just turn up on the day and bring your friends! 



STARTING TUESDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 

ALL WELCOME 



Priest in Charge of Benefice  Rev. Matt Stone 07470471359  
       mattstone@kingswaybenefice.org  
Focal Minister for St Michael’s Rev Nicola Callen 07837 287455 
       revnicola@kingswaybenefice.org 

Lead Minister for St Aidan’s  Rev. Pippa White 
       rev.pippawhite@gmail.com  

Wardens for St Aidan’s   Neil Baker   0117 9329228 

       Sue Crowder  0117 9750947 

Wardens for St John’s   Dave Higham  07898 621683 

       Nigel Seville  07940 584498 

Warden for St Michael’s   Trudy Britton  07939 917256 

King’s Way Benefice Office: 
Amy Donaldson, Benefice Administrator                                                      

0117 9586412 or 07437 190465  
administrator@kingswaybenefice.org 

Working hours: Mon 9am-1pm, Tue 1pm-5pm & Thurs 9am-1pm.                                                                        
Office opening hours Monday am and Thursday am.  

The newsletter this week has been sent out by Amy Donaldson, Benefice Administrator                                          

A prayer for today 
 

Father in heaven, 
whose Son Jesus Christ was wonderfully transfigured 

before chosen witnesses upon the holy mountain, 
and spoke of the exodus he would accomplish at Jerusalem: 

give us strength so to hear his voice and bear our cross 
that in the world to come we may see him as he is; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 
Amen.  

  Praying for ....    Sarah McCallen 

                                         

We commit to praying for 1 month  

(unless otherwise advised)  


